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(Fnends of Bromley Town Parks & Gardens & Bromley C|V|c Somety)

& Start the walk by going through the gates off Rochester Way at

BR1 3DD: what-3-words afety update.case
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1.3 The Medieval Moat: This lake is the last remnant of the
water than surrounded the old Bishops Palace into the
1750s, by which time it was used as fish ponds. Fish was
an essential part of the household diet. Continue down
the Carriage Drive.

1,4 The Cascade and Ha-ha: These 1860s Pulhamite
installations to make the grounds fitting for Charles Cole-
Child’s new status as Lord of the Manor. The Ha-ha
provided an infinity view whilst keeping local cattle off

: the lawn.Take a few more paces down the drive to reach
an elegant porch.
1.5 The Ice-Well, Summerhouse And Canoe Store: This building
was all these things before the roof collapsed due to lack of
maintenance. Before refrigeration, the store allowed ice
deserts all year when the Bishop entertained. The
summerhouse-porch was added by the architect Ernest
Newton. Go to the end, where there is a lawn.

1.6 The Old Bishops Palace: The Bishops of Rochester were
Lords of the Manor in Bromley for nearly 1000 years, and
the first palace was built in the 1100s. This palace is
pimped up with Victorian stone embellishments over a
plain classical building from 1775.
Down the path past the buildings, then look for a gate in the hoardings,
go through this around the buildings to the Gates and the Folly.
1.7 The Lord of the Manor’s Folly: This building was built as a
ruin. It was fashionable for about 200 years to have a ruin
in the grounds of your stately home. One of the arches
was found when dredging the moat.
To continue the Bromley Town Parks Heritage Trail,
turn right, go uphill on Rafford Way, and behind the
brick wall you can cross the Bypass via a bridge or at street level. On the
other side is Queens Gardens, where the next stop is.
ViEWS.jI]lJS.piEkEd 2.1 Queens Gardens: The former White Hart
Field: The park occupies most of what was White Hart
field, used for public sports, occasions, and grazing
horses from the White Hart coaching inn on the High
Street.
To continue the Heritage Trail, walk towards the Glades
shopping centre and stop by the large Cedar tree next to the entrance.
Page |

this was a local
pilgrimage site for 100s
of years. Redlscovered in 1754 when
Spas were fashionable. To continue the
Heritage Trail, follow the little path (on
the right hand side of the Carriage
Drzve) to the rocky cliff - the fernery.

: 1.2 The Pulhamite Fernery:
Half of this Victorian
status-symbol
installation has recently
been uncovered by the
(1) The Palags Park Friends (FOBTPAG) The ‘rocks’ are

&*1 sculpted out of Pulhamite, and it is said

to be better than the one at Buckingham
Palace. Fern collecting was a popular

> W % Victorian hobby.
2 \\/ To continue the Heritage Trail, retrace

your footsteps back to the carriage drive
and follow it around the Moat.

2.2 The Old Homeopathic Hospital: Bromley was a
centre for Homeopathic medicine from its early
days in the 1800s until the NHS was founded.
The hospital site is under the Glades. Patients
recuperating would rest in these gardens. Walk
through the Glades shopping centre, then in Market Square,
turn left down the High Street until you reach the Churchill
Theatre, Turn left, under and into Library Gardens.

Queens
Gardens
with the 2
cedars that
are at the
Glades
doors.

lifted.lamp.punch 3.1 Neelgharies, George & Emily
and their bequest: This level garden was the
grounds of Neelgharies house, left to the
people of Bromley, for their improvement, by
Emily Dowling, the (remarried) widow of George Sparkes. The
Churchill Theatre occupies the rest of her bequest.To continue
the Heritage Trail, carry on straight on through the park to the
3rd table-style bench, and there is a path down the hill to your
right. Follow this down to the Fishpond.

4 IR E -

Neelgharles Gardens and the Carnegle L/brary



|l]gl].|]iZZﬂ.tI.Il‘nS 4.1 Church House Gardens:
Originally this park was 4 fish ponds, fed by the
springs that rise under the Churchill Theatre. In
1832 Abel Moysey purchased it and laid a
garden out. In the Great Depression the
amphitheatre was built with a thatched
bandstand (burnt down in 1963) in the ‘Fishpond’.Turn left along
the railings at the side of the water, walking to the bottom of some
steps.

4.2 The Herons Lake: The beautiful gardens laid
out by Abel Moysey were donated to the
people of Bromley in 1932, and a very popular
yachting pool (to sail boats that children had
constructed) provided where the sandpit is

d now.Turn left along the edge of the fish pond
and along the causeway between that and the sandpit. Go down the
left hand side of the sandpit and straight on to the gate. In front,
and to the right, is Glassmill Pond.

rinse.each.hardly 5.1 This Doomsday mill pond is
named after the glass-grinding mill that was
here. Bought in 1795 (by which time it was a
paper mill) by Thomas Ribright and the glass
lenses were used in scientific instruments and
glasses. His claim to fame was using an early
‘electric pile’ to give his nuisance neighbour, a young grocer nick-
named ‘Lord Fig’, a painful shock. There’s a long or short route. (1)
long route: go straight along the pond, crossing the road and
climbing the hill to the war memorial, then going out of the gates,
and in the park gates diagonally opposite, where there is a carriage
drive to a pergola. (2) shorter route, retrace your steps to the last
stop, and climb up the terraces to the balustrade.

4.3 The Bowie Balustrade: Originally these rails
marked the edge of the narrow terrace to
Church House, but it’s claim to fame is that a
photo was taken here of local boy David Bowie
with his first band, the Konrads.

N Continue uphill and on the other side of the
trees, on the Ievelground at the top, is a Carriage Drive in a loop
around the flower bed.

4.4 Church House: Church House was a fine gothic
building on this site, which was also the site of a
Medieval stone house. The circular lawn is the
middle of the carriage drive. It was bombed out
by the Germans, along with many other town
centre buildings, on 16t April 1941

Go down the
Carriage Drive to
the gates, turn left
and go through the
gates on the other
side of the road to
the war memorial :
on Martins Hill =

Page 2

neon.themes.nods 6.1 Martins Hill: The name could be
because the sand martins, that nested in the local
quarries, would soar on these thermals. Before it
burnt down, you could see Crystal Palace from

" here. An media campaign in the 1860s saved the
park from bemg built on.Choose either (1) longer route - right
down the path lined by lime trees along the top, until Deadmans
steps, down to the road, are reached. Or (2) shorter route — go back
to the gates, turn left down the road to the High Street. Turn left up
the High Street, then right into Walters Yard. Go left and right to
the front of the supermarket, then left to the far corner of the car
park. The gap here takes you to the K2 phone box.

6.2 Deadman’s Steps on Swan Hill: Deadman’s steps is
on the old coffin way to the Parish Church —or it
might be named because of the ghost here of a
injured smuggler lying in a pool of blood.

Go down the steps and up the hill to the junction.
At the car park entrance, turn right down the
uphill side of the car park, the Zoo mural is on the wall to the left

shrubs is a playful installation is by Bruce
Williams in 2001 to direct people from the
car park to the High Street by following the
animals escaping from the zoo. See how
many animals you can find! Go down the alleyway to Bromley
High Street.
Turn left and
in 50 meters
you can turn
right down
College Slip. At
the end of this
is the K2

Telephone box.

sounds.bugs.dices 8.1 This ‘pocket’ park was
formerly the plant nursery for the widows in
the Bromley and Sheppard colleges. The
subsequent commercial nursery was saved
from being built on to become this park. The
phone box is a K2 model, the first to be rolled out.

Go across the road and down leafy North Street. At the end, go past
the Railway Tavern and turn right down East St. In another 100
meters turn left up South St, then right down Court Street. Cross
the road diagonally and go down next to the car park, this emerges
into Queens Gardens. Turn left here, and along the edge of the park
and over the crossing.

9. The Kentish
Way bypass
follows the
route of Love
Lane, and the
lime tree
avenue to the Bishops Palace.
Bromley Oak (opposite) was at a
garden boundary. There was also
aroad to the Palace Farm, a
model farm of the Coles-Childs,
Lords of the Manor.

To return to the start point,
down the alleyway, and when it
emerges onto Rochester Avenue,
turn right into the former civic centre. Cross the car park
diagonally to the large beech tree.




Text with links to the online pages:

The Palace Park:

Entrance: BR1 3DD safely.update.case

1/1 St Blaise's well | To continue the Heritage Trail, follow the This well was a local pilgrimage site for
& Chalybeate gttle'pathD(C_m the rcilght hand Sid}f O}flthe ' 100s of years before all traces were lost in
Spring. rc?crlgjlfﬁff ?Z}fi)sail?thoenfzror?err;g ttherelsa | the Reformation. It was rediscovered in

. = ' 1754 when ‘Spa’ treatments were popular.

1/2 | The Fernery To continue the Heritage Trail, retrace your | More than half of this Victorian status-
and Victorian goﬁtSte.pS baCk(’;O Ehel\;arrlage drive and symbol installation had been lost for years
Fern ollowitaround the Moat. before it was uncovered this year by the
N s Friends (FOBTPAG). The rocks are sculpted
Collﬂg: out of Pulhamite, and it is said to be better

than the one at Buckingham Palace. Fern
collecting was a popular Victorian hobby.

1/3 | Medieval Moat | To continue the Heritage Trail, carry on This lake is the last remnant of the water
and Fish walking down the Carriage Drive. than surrounded the old Bishops Palace
Ponds: into the 1750s, by which time it was used
- as fish ponds. Fish was an essential part of

the household diet.

1/4. The Cascade & | To continue the Heritage Trail, take a few The Moat overflow and dam front was
Ha-Ha. more paces down the Carriage Drive to reach | converted into a rockery in 1860s — these
T an elegant porch. Pulhamite installations were to decorate

the Old Bishops Palace grounds, to be
fitting for Charles Cole-Child’s new status
as Lord of the Manor. The Ha-ha provided
an infinity view whilst keeping local cattle
off the lawn.

1/5 The Ice-well / Summerhouse, & Canoe Store. To continue This building has been an Icehouse, a

Summerhouse
& Canoe store,

the Heritage Trail, continue along the
Carriage Drive to the end, where there is a
lawn.

Summerhouse, and a canoe store, before
the lack of maintenance resulted in the
roof collapse. Before refrigeration, the




store allowed ice deserts to served when
the Bishop entertained.

1/6 | The Old To continue the Heritage Trail, follow the The Bishops of Rochester were Lords of the
. ) path past the bu11d1ngS and lOOk fOI' a gate in Manor |n Bromley for nearly 1000 yearsl
Bishop’s the hoardings, go through this and follow the . g s
. and the first palace was built in the 1100s.
Palace: path through the shrubbery to the Gates and . - . . .
the Folly. This palace is pimped up with Victorian

stone embellishments over a plain classical
building from 1775.

1/7 | The Lord of To continue the Bromley Town Parks This building was built as a ruin. It was
The Manor's Heritage Trail, turn right, go uphill on fashionable for about 200 years to have a
e Rafford Way, and behind the brick wall you ruin in the grounds of your stately home
FOHy. can cross the Bypass via a bridge or at street '

level. On the other side is Queens Gardens, One o.f the arches was found when
where the next stop is. dredging the moat.

Queens Gardens:

2/1 | The former White Hart To continue | The park occupies most of what was White Hart field, used for public
Field (at the Quernmore gl:ritage sports, oFcasions, and grazing horses from the White Hart coaching inn
Gates). Trail walk | " the High Street.
views.jobs.picked towards the

Glades
shopping
centre and




stop by the
large Cedar
tree next to
the
entrance.

The former Homeopathic
Hospital.

To continue
the
Heritage
Trail, walk
through the
Glades
shopping
centre, then
in Market
Square,
turn left
down the
High Street
until you
reach the
Churchill
Theatre,
just past
there turn
under the
arch into
Library
Gardens.

Bromley was a centre for Homeopathic medicine from it’s early days in
the 1800s until the NHS was founded. The hospital site is now covered
by the Glades. Patients recuperating would rest in these gardens.

Library Gardens:

3/1

Neelgharies — George &
Emily, and their bequest.
lifted.lamp.punch

To
continue
the
Heritage
Trail,
carry on
straight
on
through
the park
to the
3rd
table-
style
bench,
and there
is a path
down the
hill to
your
right.
Follow
this
down to
the
Fishpond

This level garden was the grounds of Neelgharies house, left to the
people of Bromley, for their improvement, by Emily Dowling, the
(remarried) widow of George Sparkes. The Churchill Theatre occupies
the rest of her bequest.

TR )

Church House Gardens:




4 /1 logo.pizza.Turns
Springs, fish ponds

and thatched
bandstands.

A donation and
grand design.

To
continu
e the
Heritag
e Trail,
turn
left
along
the
railings
at the
side of
the
water,
walkin
g to the
bottom
of
some

steps..

To
continue
the
Heritage
Trail, turn
left along
the edge
of the
fish pond
and along
the
causeway
between
that and
the
sandpit.
Go down
the left
hand side
of the
sandpit
and
straight
on to the
gate. In
front,
and to
the right,
is
Glassmill
Pond.

BCS page.

Friends page.

Originally this park had several fish ponds, fed by the springs that rise under the
Churchill Theatre. In 1832 Abel Moysey purchased it and laid a garden out. In the
Great Depression the amphitheatre was built with a thatched bandstand (burnt

down in 1963) in the ‘Fishpond’.

The beautiful gardens laid out by Abel Moysey were donated to the people of
Bromley in 1932, and a very popular yachting pool (to sail boats that children had

constructed

&2

) provided where the sandpit is now.




4/3

Bowie Balustrade.

:/ Church House.

The Millpond

To
continu
e the
Heritag
e Trail,
continu
e uphill
and on
the
other
side of
the
trees,
on the
level
ground
at the
top,isa
Carriag
e Drive
ina
loop
around
the

flower
bed.

To
resume
the
Heritag
e Trail,
go
down
the
Carriag
e Drive
to the
gates,
turn
left and
go
throug
h the
gates
on the
other
side of
the
road to
the war
memori
alon
Martins
Hill..

This balustrade was originally the narrow terrace to Church House,

but it’s claim to fame is that a photo was taken here of local boy
David Bowie with his first band, the Konrads.

[BROMLEY. CHURCH HOUSE & ROCKERY &

Church House was a fine gothic building on this site, which was also
the site of a Medieval stone house. The circular lawn is the middle of
the carriage drive. It was bombed out by the Germans, along with
many other town ¢

entre buildings, on 16 April 1941.




51 Glassmill and the Mill Pond. To continue the Heritage Trail, | BCS page
' rinse.each.hardly you can choose a Iong.or short Friends blog entry
route. The long route involves This doomsday mill pond is named after
going straight along the,pon_d’ the glass-grinding mill that was here. In
crossing the road and climbing . - . .
the hill to the war memorial, 1795 (by which time it w?s a.\ paper mill) it
then going out of the gates, and | W3S bought by Thomas Ribright and the
in the park gates diagonally glass lenses were used in scientific
opposite, where there is a instruments and glasses. Thomas
carriage drive to a pergola. For Ribright’s claim to fame was using an early
the shorter route, retrace your ‘electric pile’ to give his nuisance
steps to the last stop, and climb | neighbour, a young grocer nick-named
up the terraces to the ‘Lord Fig’, a painful shock.
balustrade..
Martins Hill
6.1 | Martins Hill | To continue the Heritage Trail: (1) BCS page.
141~ .. | longerroute - go down the pathlined | Friends page.
?I?edng)l:i:l’?r Eﬁ:;ﬁ)i;?;iilsogi;};e;gagftzhglzark The origin of the name Martins Hill is lost, but could be
mﬂds road, are reached. (2),sh0rter route - | because the sand martins that nested in the local quarries
retrace steps to the gates, turn left would soar on the thermals here, and before it burnt down,
down the road to the High Street. Turn | You could see Crystal Palace from here . The park was saved
left up the High Street, then rightinto | from being built on, by an early example of a media
Walters Yard. Go left and right to the campaign.
front of the supermarket, then left to :
the far corner of the car park. The gap
here takes you to the K2 phone box.
6.2 | Deadmans To continue the Heritage Trail, go Deadman’s steps is on the old coffin way to the Parish
steps and ?uor:"c’g(fge;;fiﬁz i:f:aprliheen}tl:alrfget,he Fhurcz —orit :nigth be. named Ibefcslusedof the ghost here of a
- Swan Hill. turn right down the uphill side of the injured smuggler ying In a pool ot blood.

car park, and the Bromley Zoo mural
is on the wall to the left

The Hill Car Park



7.1 Bromley Zoo on Naval

B | wak

To continue the Heritage Trail, turn | BCS page

High Street. Turn left and in 50
meters you can turn right down
College Slip. At the end of this is the

left down the alleyway to Bromley | Thjs playful installation is by Bruce
Williams in 2001 to direct people from
the car park to the High Street. See how
K2 Telephone box. many animals you can find!

College Slip

8.1 The nursery and K2
box.
At sounds.bugs.dices

To continue the Heritage Trail, cross the road and go down
leafy North Street. At the end, go past the Railway Tavern and
turn down East Street. In another 100 meters turn left up
South Street, then right down Court Street. Cross the street
diagonally and go down next to the car park, this emerges into
Queens Gardens. Turn left here, and continue to the edge of
the park by the crossing.

BCS page
Friends page

The park was formerly
the plant nursery for
the widows in the
Bromley and Sheppard

colleges. The
subsequent
commercial nursery
was saved from being
built on to become this
park. The phone box is
a K2 model, the first to
be rolled out.

Kentish Way
9.1 The Avenue, former To continue the Heritage Trail, go The Kentish Way bypass
- Gatehouse and Palace down the alleyway, and when it follows the route of Love
Farm emerges onto Rochester Avenue, Lane, and the lime tree

turn right into the former civic

centre. Cross the car park diagonally
to the large beech tree. Just down the
old Carriage Drive is St Blaise's Well.

avenue to the Bishops
Palace. Bromley Oak
(opposite) was at a
garden boundary. There
was also a road to the
Palace Farm, a model
farm of the Coles-Childs,
Lords of the Manor.
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Bromley Town Centre Park Trail - Stop 4/2 (Terraces and Grand Designs)

<!-- wp:paragraph -->

<p><a href="https://www.bromleycivicsociety.org.uk/2020/03/trail-1-7-the-
folly/" data-type="post" data-id="2705">Previous</a> | <a
href="https://www.bromleycivicsociety.org.uk/2023/10/trail-1-4-palace-park-
cascade-the-ha-ha/">Next </a></p>

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<!-- wp:heading -->
<h2 class="wp-block-heading">Queens Gardens - Former White Hart Field</h2>
<!-- /wp:heading -->

<!-- wp:paragraph -->

<p>Welcome to Bromley Palace Park and it's historic features! This location is
the first stop in this park, on the <a
href="https://www.bromleycivicsociety.org.uk/town-centre-parks-heritage-trail/
data-type="page" data-id="4361">heritage and biodiversity trail </a>around the
historic parks in Bromley Town Centre.</p>

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<!-- wp:paragraph -->
<p>This post is a work in progress. </p>
<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<!-- wp:paragraph -->

<p>Gifted to the people of Bromley, by the Lord of the Manor, in the year of
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. </p>

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<div style="background: white; border: 1px solid DarkGreen; border-radius: 4px;
padding-left: 20px; padding-right: 20px;">

<h3><strong><span style="color: #008000;">Fun Fact</span></strong></h3>

<h3>HG Wells would never have become a famous author, and written The War of
The Worlds, if he hadn't broken his leg here while his father played

cricket. </h3>

<p><img class="aligncenter" style="width: 119px;"
src="https://www.bromleycivicsociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/palace-
park-18xx-saint_blaises_well bromley kent-200px.png" alt="drawing of hexagonal
roof on pillars over well" width="256" height="151" /></p>

<P>XXXL/p>

</div>

<!-- wp:paragraph -->

<p>The White Hart was a historic coaching Inn on the High Street; at various
times it hosted the early local fire-engines, various Magistrate court
hearings, a local library, and a homeopathic medicine practise. </p>

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<!-- wp:paragraph -->

<p>All the stops in the Bromley Town Centre Parks Heritage &amp; Biodiversity
trail can be found on the page about it <a
href="https://www.bromleycivicsociety.org.uk/town-centre-parks-heritage-trail/
data-type="page" data-id="4361">here</a>. </p>

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

<!-- wp:html -->
<div style="background: LimeGreen; border: 1px solid DarkGreen; border-radius:
4px; padding-left: 20px;padding-right: 20px;">



<p>To continue the Heritage Trail, follow the little path (on the right hand
side of the Carriage Drive) and on your right there is a rocky cliff - this is
the fernery. </p>

</div>

<!-- /wp:html -->



